Handout 3-7

Event 1

1. What is Yuri’s view of Americans and on what does he base this perception?

2. Is Yuri’s perception accurate?  Will the friendly Americans remember the invitations for Yuri to stop by?  How durable are friendships with strangers in the United States?

3. Are the signs of friendship the same everywhere?  To what do friendships obligate you in the United States?  Are the obligations the same in other cultures?

Event 2

1. What happened?  Did either the Dutch woman or the French man have unrealistic expectations?  Why or why not?

2. Would this kind of misunderstanding happen in other cultural settings as well?  Expl.

3. Under what conditions can men and women develop friendships that do not involve sexual intimacy?

Event 3

1. Should the American have accepted the gift?  If not, how could he have gotten out of the situation without hurting the gardener’s feelings?  If yes, should the gift involve the same degree of sacrifice as the Mexican’s?  How do you decide on the value of a gift?

2. Do the obligations of gift-giving differ across cultures?

